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AVT 497 SENIOR PROJECT – Fall 2017 
 

George Mason University 
School of Art 
AVT 497:001  

                                                                       001: AB 2044/002: L011 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 4:30pm - 7:10pm 

This Syllabus is Subject to Change 
 

 

AVT 497: Senior Project (3 credits)   
Section 001: Professor Peter Winant     
Office: SOA #2050                   
Office Hours by appointment    
E-mail: pwinant@gmu.edu    
Phone: (703) 993-8898  
  
Prerequisites: 
Senior art and visual technology major, completion of 12 concentration credits, and completion of or 
concurrent enrollment in all required general education courses. 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Overview: 
 
Senior Project is a capstone course for graduating AVT majors concentrating in any studio or new media 
discipline except graphic design (who take AVT 498, Senior Design Project).  
 
This course satisfies the General Education/Mason Core Synthesis Requirement. As a synthesis course, 
Senior Project draws on skills and knowledge attained through the foundation and core elements of the 
General Education Program, applying the power of liberal learning to a specific field or fields. AVT 497 links 
particular issues in the field of visual art to wider intellectual and community concerns and requires students 
to demonstrate advanced skills in oral and written presentations. The course allows students to draw together 
their learning and their critical thinking into a defining experience, through the exhibition of their senior 
project and preparation of a web presence that is a professional platform for their work. 
 
Content: 
Over the course of the semester, students will produce a new body of work that will include evidence of 
significant conceptual and technical development, an exhibition and professional outreach, including the 
following: 

a. an exhibition proposal  
b. peer and faculty evaluation of work in progress through regular critiques 
c. a journal and a written artist’s statement that addresses the concerns and contemporary context of 
your work.  
d. a web presence documenting the process of creating your work, including full installation photos of 

the completed exhibition.  
e. installation of the exhibition to professional standards 

 
Requirements: 
Each student is required to: 

- Produce a body of new work for the capstone exhibition, within the specifications of time and 
space agreed to with the instructor. The body of work must be within the student’s area of 
concentration, unless the instructors have expressly approved something outside that area of study. 

- Write a proposal for their exhibition that follows the specifications provided later in this syllabus. 
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- Actively participate in regular critiques of their work and their peers’ work; appropriately describe 
and defend his/her work orally in critique 

- Keep a journal during the semester and write an artist’s statement that situates their work in the 
context of its own development and in relation to historical and contemporary aesthetics and 
practice. 

- Attend all lectures and presentations for professional development.  
- Plan and install her/his work in a public exhibit that meets professional standards (including 

compliance with standard gallery practices).  
- Prepare and provide for an opening reception. 
- Create a web presence that documents the developmental progress and final work for your senior 

exhibition, 
 
Criteria for Evaluation: 
-  Attendance at all classes, including the opening reception for the senior project exhibitions during class 
time, is expected and required.  The university’s policy states: "Students are expected to attend the class 
periods of the courses for which they register. In-class participation is important not only to the individual 
student, but also to the class as a whole. Because class participation may be a factor in grading, instructors 
may use absence, tardiness, or early departure as de facto evidence of nonparticipation. Students who miss 
an exam with an acceptable excuse may be penalized according to the individual instructor's grading 
policy, as stated in the course syllabus." 
 
- Final grades will be assigned on the level of success in completing the above course requirements. 
Evidence of personal initiative, original creative work, thoughtful preparation and skillful execution, 
timeliness, attendance and participation will be measures of successful work; the greater the body of 
evidence, the higher the grade. You must work consistently and collaboratively throughout the term with 
your fellow students, your instructors, the faculty in your concentration, and gallery staff. Following 
appropriate schedules and procedures is an essential part of the process. 
 
The final letter grade for the course is based on the following major components, each of which has equal 
importance in averaging the final grade.  
 

(a) Your demonstration of understanding and comprehension of the topic undertaken for 
exhibition, the creativity and scope of the solution and appropriate craftsmanship and 
technical skill. This is a 15 week course, and your grade will reflect the consistency of effort 
and developmental growth throughout the semester.  

Senior Project requires significant independent work. You will choose the topic of your project and 
demonstrate an understanding of the context in which your work and thought operate. 

 
    (b) Meeting deadlines and participating in class discussions and critiques. 

Projects must reflect the student’s best effort, show continual progress and be turned in on due dates. 
You must complete all components of your project as defined in your final approved proposal. 

 
(c) Attendance (both physical and mental), attitude and work habits.  
Attendance in this course is mandatory. Absence from class may result in a lowering of your final grade. 
Please note that if absent, the student must find out from a classmate what he/she has missed and what 
to prepare for the following meeting. The professors cannot take time away from regular class 
instruction to repeat lectures and assignment requirements for each absent student. 
 
Except for a serious emergency and/or a letter from a doctor, no excuses for late work or absence will 
be accepted. If you wish to be excused from class to observe a religious holiday, or for any other serious 
matter of a personal nature, you must bring it to the attention of the professor prior to the absence so that 
arrangements can be made for you to keep up with the progress of the class. Class starts and ends at its 
designated time. Habitual tardiness or leaving early on a habitual basis will affect your grade. 
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(d) The professor’s observation and evaluation of individual progress (in terms of improvement, 
skill building, creativity, productivity, etc). 
You are required to come to class prepared for critiques as well as written and web-based requirements, 
and to participate in all class discussions and critiques. Habitually coming to class unprepared will result 
in a lower grade for this course. 
 
(e) Exhibition All work must be at the highest level possible. This includes successfully completing the 
details: labels, advertisement (announcements, postcard, web page) signs and written presentations. You 
are also responsible for timely installation and striking of your exhibition, including cleanup and 
correction of wall surfaces, so that you do not interfere with the students exhibiting before or after your 
show. 
 
(f) Development of a web presence documenting your work. This will include weekly documentation 
in visual and written form that demonstrates conceptual and physical progress of your project. 
Additionally, you will be required to include examples from historical and contemporary art and culture 
that inform your work. 

 
What Your Senior Project Preliminary Description and Project Proposal Must Contain 
 
There is no standard format for your senior project proposal. It should be 1-2 pages in length, and should 
answer as clearly as possible the following questions (you can ignore any that are clearly irrelevant to your 
project).  
 
Your preliminary description should contain at least the following: 
Concept: A clear, brief explanation of the concept for your senior project.  
Why: Why this project? How does it relate to your past work, your concerns as an artist, the 

issues that interest you in life? 
Media:   The media you will use (be as general as you need to at the early stages, but as specific as 

you can!)  
 
The full proposal must include all of the above, plus the following considerations (include this information 
in the preliminary description if you know it):  
Timeline: Briefly describe your plan for getting the project done in the time available. 
Space issues:  Approximate amount of space you will need and/or any other issues that should be 

considered for the display of the work (e.g., do you want to be part of the 
video/animation screening? Does your installation that need floor space as well as wall 
space?) If your work will be hung on the wall, how may pieces do you anticipate, and 
how large each will be? 

 
Equipment or 
Technology:  Will you need any special equipment or technology for your work? 
 
Special  
Challenges:  Will your exhibition require you to hang anything unusual from walls or ceilings? Will it 

involve large amounts of flammable materials? Will large percentages of the walls be 
covered? Will any part of your exhibition require electric power delivered by cords? Will 
there be any hazardous aspects to the installation (tripping hazards, for example)? Are 
there techniques you need to learn, or particularly time-consuming processes involved? 

 
You will be asked to turn in a preliminary description prior tor an individual meeting with your instructor; 
then, after you meet with the instructor, you will proceed to a complete proposal. The more information 
you provide about your idea at the preliminary description stage, the more productive the initial one-on-one 
meeting will be. If you haven’t chosen your idea at the time you turn in your preliminary description, just 
give a concise description of the multiple ideas you are considering (and don’t worry about details yet). 
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SCHEDULE OF CLASSES 
 
Note: Schedule subject to modification. All schedule updates will be presented in class.  
 
ALL students are expected to attend the Senior Project installations, reception and final cleanup. 
Attendance will be taken. No exceptions! This is part of your course requirement (see dates below). 
 
Week 1:  8/29 Introduction to course requirements. (everyone meets in AB 1007) 
 

8/31 Presentation 1 ( Group Viewing of your work, ideas for your exhibition and         
how you develop your artistic practice.  Everyone meets in AB 1007) 

 
Week 2:  9/5 Presentation 2 ( Group Viewing of your work, ideas for your exhibition and 

how you develop your artistic practice. Everyone meets in AB 1007) 
 

9/7  Individual meetings (only for those students who have been scheduled): 
Revised Proposals due/ work samples due 

 
Week 3: 9/12 Individual meetings (only for those students who have been scheduled): 

Revised Proposals due/ work samples due  
   
                             9/14 Studio Day/Progress reports due by email 

 
Week 4:  9/19 Web Presence discussion/exhibition requirements discussion 
 
                          9/21      Studio day / Progress reports due by email 
 
ARTSBUS TRIP: 9/23    Studio tour focuses on installation styles and technique 
 
Week 5:  (semester 1/3 finished) 

9/26 Committee Assignments: Preparing Spaces, Promotional Elements, 
Exhibition Materials and Activities, Installation, Reception (everyone 
attends) 

 
                          9/28       Final project proposals due by email/ Individual Critiques, as scheduled 
                               
Week 6:  10/3 Individual Critiques, as scheduled 
 
                             10/5 Studio Day 
 
Week 7:  10/10 Columbus Day switch/Studio Day/no class 

 
10/12 Presentation by guest (everyone attends)  

 
  
 
Week 8: (Semester 2/3 finished, 35 days left) 
                            10/17 Group Critique 
 
  10/19 Group Critique 
 
ARTSBUS TRIP 10/21      Studio tour focuses on installation styles and technique 



   

 5 

 
Week 9:                10/24 Presentation by Sheryl Fiegel 
 
                             10/26 slop day 
 
Week 10: 10/31        Individual critiques 
 
  11/2      Individual critiques; resume due 
 
Week 11: 11/7   Final Work Presentations (everyone) 
 
                             11/9       Final Work Presentations (everyone) 
 
Week 12:              11/14      Technical day….Sculpture studio, as needed. Hanging, installation. 
                        
                              11/16      Committee reports/meetings, exhibition run-down 
 
Week 13:              11/21     Studio day 
 
                              11/23      Thanksgiving!! 
 
Week 14:              11/28     Final presentations (individual) 
                                           Labels due/ images of work due 
                                           Web Presence due 
 
                              11/30      Final presentations (individual) 
                                           Labels due/ images of work due 
                                           Web Presence due 
   
Week 15:        
Exhibition Schedule: (NO MORE TIME, all work completed and exhibition ready) 
                                12/5           Final committee reports/ marching orders 
 
                                12/7           Clearance for exhibit     
 
                                12/8          Exhibition Installation . All hands!! 
                               
   Week 16:             12/15         Exhibition Celebration/Vernisage 
 
                                 12/16        Exhibition Take-down. All hands! 
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Fall Important Dates: 
 

 
 
 
ArtsBus - Dates for Fall 2017 
September 23 
October 21 
November 18 
 
Visual Voices Lecture Series Fall 2017 Visual Voices is a year-long series of lectures by artists, art 
historians and others about contemporary art and art practice. Visual Voices lectures are held on Thursday 
evenings from 7:20- 9:00 p.m. in Harris Theater: http://soa.gmu.edu/visualvoices/ 
August 31…Simon Schwartz 
Sept 14… Andy Birnbaum 
Ovt 5…Patricia Bello-Gillen 
Oct 19…Sadie Barnette 
Nov 11… Walter Kravitz 
 
 
University and School of Art Policies 
In accordance with George Mason University policy, turn off all beepers, cellular telephones and other 
wireless communication devices at the start of class. The instructor of the class will keep his/her cell phone 
active to assure receipt of any Mason Alerts in a timely fashion; or in the event that the instructor does not 
have a cell phone, he/she will designate one student to keep a cell phone active to receive such alerts. 
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Commitment to Diversity 
This class will be conducted as an intentionally inclusive community that welcomes the participation in the 
life of the university of faculty, staff and students who reflect our plural society. All may feel free to speak 
and to be heard without fear that the content of the opinions they express will bias the evaluation of their 
academic performance or hinder their opportunities for participation in class activities. In turn, all are 
expected to be respectful of each other without regard to race, class, linguistic background, religion, 
political beliefs, gender identity, sex, sexual orientation, ethnicity, age, veteran’s status, or physical ability. 
 
Statement on Ethics in Teaching and Practicing Art and Design 
As professionals responsible for the education of undergraduate and graduate art and design students, the 
faculty of the School of Art adheres to the ethical standards and practices incorporated in the professional 
Code of Ethics of our national accreditation organization, The National Association of Schools of Art and 
Design (NASAD). 
 
Open Studio Hours 
SOA teaching studios are open to students for extended periods of time mornings, evenings and weekends 
whenever classes are not in progress. Policies, procedures and schedules for studio use are established by 
the SOA studio faculty and are posted in the studios. 
 
Students with Disabilities and Learning Differences 
If you have a diagnosed disability or learning difference and you need academic accommodations, please 
inform me at the beginning of the semester and contact the Disabilities Resource Center (SUB I room 234, 
703-993-2474). You must provide me with a faculty contact sheet from that office outlining the 
accommodations needed for your disability or learning difference. All academic accommodations must be 
arranged in advance through the DRC. 
 
Official Communications via GMU E-Mail 
Mason uses electronic mail to provide official information to students. Examples include communications 
from course instructors, notices from the library, notices about academic standing, financial aid 
information, class materials, assignments, questions, and instructor feedback. Students are responsible for 
the content of university communication sent to their Mason e-mail account, and are required to activate 
that account and check it regularly. 
 
Attendance Policies 
Students are expected to attend the class periods of the courses for which they register. In-class 
participation is important not only to the individual student, but also to the class as a whole. Because class 
participation may be a factor in grading, instructors may use absence, tardiness, or early departure as de 
facto evidence of nonparticipation. Students who miss an exam with an acceptable excuse may be 
penalized according to the individual instructor's grading policy, as stated in the course syllabus. 
 
Honor Code 
 

Honor Code Students in this class are bound by the Honor Code, and are responsible knowing the rules, as 

stated on the George Mason University website’ Academic Integrity page (http://oai.gmu.edu/the-mason-

honor-code-2/). “To promote a stronger sense of mutual responsibility, trust, and 
fairness among all members of the Mason community, and with the desire for 
greater academic and personal achievement, we, the student members of the 
university community, have set forth this honor code: 
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Student members of the George Mason University community pledge not to 
cheat, plagiarize, steal, or lie in matters related to academic work. 

Mason’s Commitment: To create an environment that is innovative, diverse, 
entrepreneurial, and accessible-helping you avoid accidental or intentional violations 
of the Honor Code.”  

 
 
 
Writing Center 
Students who are in need of intensive help with grammar, structure or mechanics in their writing should 
make use of the services of Writing Center, located in Robinson A116 (703-993-1200). The services of the 
Writing Center are available by appointment, online and, occasionally, on a walk-in basis. 
The Collaborative Learning Hub Located in Johnson Center 311 (703-993-3141), the lab offers in-person 
one-on-one support for the Adobe Creative Suite, Microsoft Office, Blackboard, and a variety of other 
software. Dual monitor PCs make the lab ideal for collaborating on group projects, Macs are also available; 
as well as a digital recording space, collaborative tables, and a SMART Board. Free workshops are also 
available (Adobe and Microsoft) through Training and Certification; visit ittraining.gmu.edu to see the 
schedule of workshops and to sign up. 

 
 


