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CATALOG DESCRIPTION

Development and production of long-form design projects (magazines, newspapers, 
catalogs, and other serial and/or multi-page publications). Emphasis on narrative, 
consistency, structure, clarity. Addresses information design issues, and reinforces 
conceptual skills and integration of imagery and text. Prerequisite: AVT 311

OBJECTIVES

Develop professional visual sensitivity and competency in graphic com-
munication through discipline of magazine design process. Continuing 
development of professional design/technical skills in illustration, layout, and 
image manipulation. Develop series of professional portfolio pieces, including 
magazine branding, feature/section layouts, and information graphics.

COURSE CONTENT

While our focus will be magazines, the skills developed—information presentation, 
multi-page continuity/variety, branding and long format typography—is applicable 
to other design tasks: books, business documents, web design and more.

Project 1 Magazine Analysis Research two existing magazines. 

Project 2 Feature Recreation Recreate a feature from an existing magazine. 

Project 3 Editorial Redesign Our major (and final) project this semester will be 
a complete overhaul of a magazine, the editorial redesign. 

Workup material (throughout semester) With each incremental deadline 
for Project 3 (see course website for schedule), students will turn in color 
proofs—full-sized, cut/taped neatly, and placed within a clean envelope. 

This is a design class—not a software training class. While there will be 
technical demonstrations, students will be expected to have, or to develop, 
the computer skills necessary to complete their projects.

GRADING POLICY

Project 3 (90% of course grade) will be graded according to a rubric (to be 
distributed during the semester). Three categories will receive letter grades:

Concept—originality, creativity and effectiveness of the design solution; 
visual impact; appropriateness of design towards chosen topic; and successful 
demonstration of concepts from the course (lectures, discussion, etc.) 

Execution—appropriate use of style sheets, grids and templates; logical, 
spare document construction, reduced use of extraneous text boxes and 
manual space adjustments (text that flows down a single column is in a single 
box); typographically conventional spacing controls and software features; 
consistent body text; demonstration of standard typography and design rules 
and principles; and overall quality/efficiency of project execution 

Craft—appropriate resolution; correct aspect ratio and color quality; 
accurate trimming, assembly and professional mounting; logical orga-
nization and presentation; and overall durability and aesthetic quality of 
prototype and presentation (based on physical quality of final project and 
digital execution directly related to presentation of final project) 

The course grade will include Projects 1/2, in-class assignments, attendance, 
participation, and professionalism during the semester into account. (10%) 

Missing incremental deadlines, turning in sloppy/incomplete work, or  
unprofessional conduct will reduce your total course grade. 

EDITORIAL DESIGN

www.petzrick.com/313

Fall 2016 | AB 1022

 Tuesday & Thursday 

Section 001 1:30–4:10pm 

Section 002 4:30–7:10pm

Paul L. Petzrick 
ppetzric@gmu.edu

mailto:ppetzric@gmu.edu
http://www.petzrick.com/313
http://www.petzrick.com/313
mailto:ppetzric@gmu.edu


Paul L. Petzrick | ppetzric@gmu.edu | www.petzrick.com/313

AVT 313 Editorial Design | Fall 2016 | TR | 1:30–4:10pm (001) | 4:30–7:10pm (002) | AB 1022

Throughout development of Project 3, students will receive preliminary grades. 
These grades are intended to help students gauge progress on isolated Project 
3 components, and do not impact the final grade. As with any large project, later 
design decisions often make it necessary to rethink earlier decisions. The final 
prototype must be cohesive and of a piece. Even though pages will be designed over 
time, all finals must make editorial and graphic sense when viewed together. Addi-
tionally, provisional grades are given for design only and do not factor in craft and 
presentation. The final project grade may be adjusted up or down to reflect how 
well it works as a complete solution, as well as craft competency.

Students are also required to turn in a non-returnable CD or DVD(s) with all 
project files at the end of the semester. Failure to submit a disc, or not following 
the instructions given in class, will result in a heavily reduced grade.

CLASS POLICY

Your attendance, participation, and professionalism are critical to successful 
completion of the class. You must be on time and prepared—no exceptions. 
Studios are dynamic, educational environments and provide resources and 
learning opportunities that cannot be made up by other means. 

 Ε  Students are required to attend all classes, arrive on time and stay for the duration.

 Ε  Students who do not arrive on time will be marked tardy. 

 Ε Three tardies equals one absence.

 Ε Students who arrive 20 minutes late or more will be marked absent. 

 Ε Students who leave before class dismissal will be marked absent.

 Ε Three or more absences will result in a reduced or failing grade for the course. 

 Ε No excused absences. If absent, you are responsible for material covered that day. 

 Ε  Projects (including project 3) will not be accepted late. Failure to turn in 
projects will result in a failing grade. Projects are due at the beginning of class. 

 Ε  All lab policies must be followed, including no food & drink in the lab—please finish 
snacks/meals prior to class. Beverages must be kept away from the computers. 

 Ε  Students who fail to follow class policy will have points reduced from 
their overall course grade and/or will be asked to leave class.

TEXTBOOKS

 Ε  Rothstein, Jandos, Designing Magazines, Allworth Press, New York, 2007. REQUIRED

 Ε  Bringhurst, Robert, The Elements of Typographic Style, Hartley & Marks,  
Point Roberts, Washington, 1992. RECOMMENDED 

MATERIALS

 Ε   two physical magazines for Projects 1/2, at least three for Project 3

 Ε portable disc space, CD/DVD(s) for project submission

 Ε drawing supplies (sketch pad, eraser, etc.)

 Ε ruler marked in picas—Design School Ruler or Schadler

 Ε clean manila envelopes (for turning in projects)

 Ε  other materials, as assigned/required by project 

 Ε mounting boards (Super Black) & mounting supplies (final presentation)

C O U R S E  W E B S I T E 

www.petzrick.com/313—The course 

website will be regularly updated 

throughout the semester with im-

portant reminders, project-specific 

content, resources, and schedule 

changes (if required). Digital copies 

of this syllabus and project/assign-

ment sheets will be available online. 

Students are expected to utilize the 

course website to stay up-to-date on 

all course-related content.

www.designingmagazines.com— 

Additionally, you are encouraged to 

stay current on all new posts to the 

Designing Magazines blog. 
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STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES  

& LEARNING DIFFERENCES

If you have a diagnosed disability or learning 
difference and you need Academic accommo-
dations please inform me at the beginning of the 
semester and contact the Office of Disability Ser-
vices (SUB I room 234, 703-993-2474). You must 
provide me with a faculty contact sheet from that 
office outlining the accommodations needed for 
your disability or learning difference. All academ-
ic accommodations must be arranged in advance 
through the Office of Disability Services. 

TECHNOLOGY

In accordance with George Mason University 
policy, please silence all cellular telephones 
and other wireless communication devices at 
the start of class. The instructor of the class will 
keep his/her cell phone active to assure receipt 
of any Mason Alerts in a timely fashion; or in 
the event that the instructor does not have a 
cell phone, he/she will designate one student to 
keep a cell phone active to receive such alerts.

COMMITMENT TO DIVERSIT Y

This class will be conducted as an intentionally 
inclusive community that celebrates diversity 
and welcomes the participation in the life of 
the university of faculty, staff and students who 
reflect the diversity of our plural society. All may 
feel free to speak and to be heard without fear that 
the content of the opinions they express will bias 
the evaluation of their academic performance 
or hinder their opportunities for participation 
in class activities. In turn, all are expected to be 
respectful of each other without regard to race, 
class, linguistic background, religion, political 
beliefs, gender identity, sex, sexual orientation, 
ethnicity, age, veteran’s status, or physical ability. 

STATEMENT ON ETHICS IN TEACHING  

& PRACTICING ART & DESIGN

As professionals responsible for the education of 
undergraduate and graduate art and design stu-
dents, the faculty of the School of Art adheres to 
the ethical standards and practices incorporated 
in the professional Code of Ethics of our national 
accreditation organization, The National Associ-
ation of Schools of Art and Design (NASAD). 

ARTSBUS CREDIT & POLICIES

Dates for Fall 2016 ............ Sep 24, Oct 22, Nov 19

You are responsible for knowing and following 
Artsbus policies and rules. Please go to the 
ArtsBus website http://artsbus.gmu.edu 
“Student Information” for important policy 
information. For credit to appear on your transcript 
you must enroll in AVT 300. This also applies 
to anyone who intends to travel to New York 
independently, or the DC Alternate Assignment. 
If you plan/need to go on multiple ArtsBus trips 
during a semester and need them towards your 
total requirement, you must enroll in multiple 
sections of AVT 300. Non-AVT majors taking art 
classes do not need Artsbus credit BUT may need 
to go on the Artsbus for a class assignment. You 
can either sign up for AVT 300 or buy a ticket for 
the bus trip at the Center of the Arts. Alternate 
trips must be approved by the instructor of the 
course that is requiring an ArtsBus trip. 

VISUAL VOICES LECTURE SERIES

Dates for Fall 2016 .......Sep 1, 8, 22; and Oct 6, 20 

Fall 2016 Visual Voices is a year-long series of 
lectures by artists, art historians and others 
about contemporary art and art practice. Visual 
Voices lectures are held on Thursday evenings 
from 7:20–9:00pm in Harris Theater.  
http://soa.gmu.edu/visualvoices/ 

OPEN STUDIO HOURS

SOA teaching studios are open to students for 
extended periods of time mornings, evenings 
and weekends whenever classes are not in 
progress. Policies, procedures and schedules 
for studio use are established by the SOA studio 
faculty and are posted in the studios. 

MASONLIVE / EMAIL

Mason uses electronic mail to provide official 
information to students. Examples include 
communications from course instructors, 
notices from the library, notices about 
academic standing, financial aid information, 
class materials, assignments, questions, and 
instructor feedback. Students are responsible 
for the content of university communication sent 
to their Mason e-mail account, and are required 
to activate that account and check it regularly. 

AT TENDANCE POLICIES

Students are expected to attend the class 
periods of the courses for which they register. 
In-class participation is important not only to 
the individual student, but also to the class as 
a whole. Because class participation may be a 
factor in grading, instructors may use absence, 
tardiness, or early departure as de facto 
evidence of non-participation. Students who 
miss an exam with an acceptable excuse may be 
penalized according to the individual instructor’s 
grading policy, as stated in the course syllabus. 

HONOR CODE

Students must adhere to the guidelines of the 
George Mason University Honor Code. Student 
members of the George Mason University 
community pledge not to cheat, plagiarize, steal, 
or lie in matters related to academic work.

WRITING CENTER

Students who are in need of intensive help 
with grammar, structure or mechanics in 
their writing should make use of the services 
of Writing Center, located in Robinson A116 
(703-993-1200). The services of the Writing 
Center are available by appointment, online 
and, occasionally, on a walk-in basis. The 
Collaborative Learning Hub Located in Johnson 
Center 311 (703-993-3141), the lab offers 
in-person one-on-one support for the Adobe 
Creative Suite, Microsoft Office, Blackboard, 
and a variety of other software. Dual monitor 
PCs make the lab ideal for collaborating on 
group projects, Macs are also available; as 
well as a digital recording space, collaborative 
tables, and a SMART Board. Free workshops 
are also available (Adobe and Microsoft) 
through Training and Certification; visit 
ittraining.gmu.edu to see the schedule of 
workshops and to sign up.

IMPORTANT DEADLINES

TBD 
Consortium Registration Deadline

August 29 
First day of class; last day to 
submit Domicile Reclassification 
Application; Payment Due Date

September 5 
Labor Day, university closed

September 6 
Last day to add classes— 
all individualized section forms 
due; Last day to drop with  
no tuition penalty

September 20 
Last day to drop  
(33% tuition penalty)

September 30 
Final Drop Deadline  
(67% tuition penalty)

September 26–October 21 
Midterm progress reporting 
period (100–200 level classes)—
grades available via Patriot Web

October 3–October 28 
Selective Withdrawal Period 
(undergraduate students only)

October 10 
Columbus Day recess  
(Monday classes/labs meet 
Tuesday. Tuesday classes do  
not meet this week.)

October 28 
Incomplete work from spring/
summer 2016 due to instructor

November 4 
Incomplete grade changes from 
spring/summer 2016 due (Registrar)

November 23–27 
Thanksgiving recess

December 10 
Last day of classes

December 12 
Reading Days—additional study 
time (final exams). Faculty may 
schedule optional study sessions, 
but no regular classes/exams.

December 13–December 20 
Exam Period

December 21 
Degree Conferral Date—the 
Winter Graduation Ceremony will 
be held on Wednesday, Dec 21.
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